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BLUE WATER CURRENTS

o bines come and go, bt il
laar season was any Indica-
{ion, serioas billlishermen who

seand Lo targel white marlin should plan
on heading 10 Oozan City, Marsland,

in Bt August and carly Sepremiber,
Thera' ilh-:l_l.'sn- Been 4 late hull‘ll‘litl‘."l.':lﬂ}'
full Bite Mor whines in Usis area, bul over
thie kest several years, s boen nothing
shor ol world-class,

The first real CPC=OPLNeT Came i

2008, when Cererza broke Uhe ]l.ll'l[{-
standing Ocean Cily record for a
one-day catch with 27 white marlin
releases, Then, in 2009, the month of
Sgptember produced cotches in eroess
of 20 whiles & day, Bl that was nioth:
i||'uz; {'unir.an:-;j 1o Lhe pedsom s snw Lnst
year when the white marlin bite wemn
completely off the bask. Biflfisfer,
a G2-fool Spencer coptaingd by Pagl
Prauffie, sed onother new Cicenn Uity
Maryland, record on Aug. 30, 20100,
wilh an cyc-watering 57 relenses,

Minc boats fishing the arca, all ot of
Oecan City marinas, cought a teal of
267 whites. *Therc’s boen good whiic
mnarlin fishing for the past five years,”
DrilTie =ays, “but last year was jusi
imdescribable. At one point we hasd five
whites on, and | could see a hundred
muarlin, maybe cven more, on the sur-
face all arcwnd us.”

The qscstion on cveryone’s mind:
Coaild 201 | possibly be as hot for
iODecan Chiy anglers? Though the
variables allfecting the marlin's migra-
tion patlerns ane countlsss, thene are
some slgns that lint at another big vear,
Far one thing, the massive 2000 congre-
gathon of whites was originally thoughi
by muoat anglers 1o be tue result of a
“perfect storm™ af feciers ke tempera-
e, clarity, bait locatson and currents.
Yid after Hurmcane Earl moved throaigh
the arca, changing up the conditions
andl Beeping most boms ofl the ooean

Faor the last thres yoars, record ndmben
ol white marlin have shown up giishone
of Ocean City, Mary|and.
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BY DWWE FERRELL

Will White Marlin Return?

S AR Galfoey

for an exterled period of tme, the
marlin didn'i leave, In fnci, hilfisher’s
catch came shortly before the hurricane,
amed yed after it moved through, Ceneza,
on a8 two-dny overnight trip. released 69
white marlin. *11 was wide open,” says
Cernvezr muate Jon Meade, *There were
50 nuiny bites happening so fast that iy
was literally impossible o keep count,”
Ancther factor pointing to o good
bie im 201 1 is the sheer number of
fish In the ocean. “There's no doubi in
nny minel Lhat wsing cirele hooks i= mak-
ing 8 huge differeree.” Duflfic sovs. “Just
think about the White Marlin Open
alone and how many fish get caughi
cluring thai toumament. Fishing wiih
| Isoks, & huge numbes of those lish
woild be kilked. Bt voday, just aboul
everyone's uwsing circle hooks and reboas-
ing their marlin in pood condition.”

Wil £o see lrsthamd how hod
the action gat’? Check oul |1a|.'|r|i:ru1'|i|E
convfwhitamarinbite for a look,
— Lenny Rudow

GRANDER BLUE MARLIN
CAUGHT IN CAPE VERDE
Cupe Verde, Sao Vieente, Maring
Mimdelo — Crr fishing team, anglers
Jéirg Dronath and nysell, Capt, Aok
Conde, first mate “Scuba”™ Steve Hall,
and second mate Towares Chiy, started
wur first fishing doy on Awmelia bright
and early st 8:30 o.m, Since the fish
hadn't been biting around Sao Vicente,
we pulled wp the anchor and headed For
our next favorite fishing spot, the arca
between Noroeste Bank and the islond
of Sando Antao.

At 11:30 am.. our instrumients lold
us (hat we were appreaching the bank,

ON THE DRAWING BOARD

Cabo 40 Hardt

op Expre:

but the presence of Lirge numbers of
birds and gioni schools of bait hod
olready tippesd us off, We cought three
wahoo and a small yellowdin funa in
ne time, Around 2:00 pam.., we staried
fishing For marlin again. At 300 p.m.,
we gol a viokenl marlin strike, and my
struggh: with the fish bogan,

After an hour and 10 minutes of
brutal work, the guys took the leader
and =2t the ving galTs. Then the real
dilemma reared fis head — desplic
our best efforis and great ieamwork,
wi couldnt manage 1o pull the fish on
board, The tuna door in the transom
of the boat was too small for @ mar-
lin of this size. Then semeone velled
“Shark!™ ard our bloed ran cold.
Indeed, a pack of hungry sharks circled
the boat — coming cver closer on cach
pass, “S¢uba”™ Sieve summoened up his
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BLUE WATER CURRENTS

The Améiis crew celebrates the catch
af an 1,)50-pound blue off the Cape
Werde |slands.

cournge, jumped into the water and tied
a rope around the tail of the fish. In an
mct of complete despertion, we linally
managed o musier encugh strength

12 get the marlin on beard. The entire
battle lasted maore than two hours, We
ihen hesded home toward Mindebo at
over 30 knots,

Im b thick of the night, aboat 10
miles from the maring, the boat came 1o
an abrupt halt: Amelia was ensnared in
an abandoned fishing net. After some
initial struggle, we finally monaged 10
free o single propeller, and puttersd in
on one engine. Belore long, we sow the
harbor lights of Mindele, finally reach-
ing the marina at around 11:30 pom, A
crane, truck and helpers stood a1 the
ready among many speclators o help us
welgh the fish. The big blue weighed in
an 1,150 pounds!

This makes the first grander weighed
for Zak Conde as capiain, and is his
first weighed blue marlin grander;

DHRED 1N A P, WA O ST by RFE COF 12
LErE THRTS AN LRGHT T SraSietn LEVELE

QOO
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BLUE WATER CURRENTS

*Scuba”™ Stove Hall and Towares Chiy
caught their largest Blue marling aned
now I'm only missing o 1, 000-pound
black marlin for my “grander collec-
fiom.™ Aficr that, I'll siop the morlin
fishing and only go My- 3nd popper
fishing. Many thanks to Captain Bemo
Micbuhr and Capt. Clay Hansley, as well
a5 his two assistans from Ghana, for
orgamzing the crane, truck and digital
scale at midnight.

The lish was caught with our
Bluewatcr Fishing Superjet in blacks
chartrcusered. For more information
about the lure, check cut our website,
huewaterlishing.cu. — Steplrn Kreupd

THREE THOUSAND

BILLFISH ON FLY

Mick Snwith of Stwart, Florida, caughi
his 300005 Billfish on My on March 14,
200 1. An ardent billfshenman since
19535, Smth |.':|:.|:.:|'|l &,000 kalliish on
conventional lackle up until 1999,

Om Mo 2006l that same year, Smith
traweled to Fins and Feathers in
Cnatemala to iry and catch a large
number of spils on comventwnkal tackle,

“Capd. Bud Gramer on Irfensiny talkod
me indo thirowing the My, and | got ucky
on o suicidal fish — and | was the one
that got hooked! The rest is historg,”
Smith sows. “When [ lirst staried, | used
to say, “Wouldn't i1 be nice to catch 100
ol these |I|i|15-: on flvT™

aince that time, Smith traveled seven
countries and three states inothe singu-
lar pursuit of catching billfish on My
He even built Ofd Reliaile to travel ihe

Pacific side Trom Meaico i Panama

g b could Tollow the bite and ged

the greatedd number of shots, Here's o
sample of Smith’s incredible stats over
the last 12 years, Most ol the fish wene
caught with Capt, Chip Shafer and lirst
mate Urresel Moreno on O Relnnble,

& BILLFISH FLY S5TATS

1=l Fishineg Lays
12551 Eilllizsh Raised
A 4464 Bites
LB Rofpagps

I5AG ko ;5 ]

© SPECIES CAUGHT/HOW MANY

Sailfish 7 2630
Bl Marhin . )
Black Marlin 4 L]

Striped Marlin ,..... 389
Winate Marlin i -

Spearfish.

2006 .. .. .. BG3 Billtish
I'_BEST I?:I'l."r's-,."HCrE-_T_RELEﬂE-EE
Sifish 38 (twice)
Stripad Marlin 16

Blus Markn 2

E or more saifich AD bimes
refgased b one day

20 or more sallfish 135 tirmes
rgsgased 1 one o ay

30 or mora salltish i [imes

iip

plased I one day

"where tradition meets technology”
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